Brandon H. Wood

Professor of Speech/Director of Forensics
Department of Communications
Central Texas College
Academic Degrees

Master of Science in Communication Studies
Interpersonal emphasis, Illinois State University, Normal, IL, 2009.
Bachelor of Science with Honors in Communication Studies with a minor in Psychology
Illinois State University, Normal, IL, May 2005.

Associates of Arts in General Studies with honors.

Concentrations in Psychology, Communication, Sociology; The College of DuPage, Glen Ellyn, IL, June 2003.
Administrative and Teaching Experience
Professor of Speech, Department of Communications, Central Texas College, 2008-Present


Teaching responsibilities as a member of the speech faculty included Speech 1315: Public Speaking, an introductory speaking course, and Speech 1321: Business and Professional Speaking, which examines organizational communication and public presentations within various business settings.  

Director of Forensics, Department of Communications, Central Texas College, 2008-Present

Serving as the Director of Central Texas College my responsibilities included teaching a seminar on competitive collegiate speaking, engage in individual coaching session to develop student presentation and speech writing skills, traveling a team of students to regional and national competitions. Have coached 3 regional finalists in individual events and had a student take 5th in the state competition.   Coordinated multiple public performances with the Dean of the Library for Black history month, Hispanic Heritage Month, Women’s history month, Take back the Night, and “Night Before Nationals”. Served on both the Texas Intercollegiate Community College Speech Association committee for and on the Elections committee for the Phi Rho Pi National Community College Forensics organization. 
Lecturer, School of Communication, Illinois State University 2006-2008.


Teaching responsibilities included Communication 110: Public Speaking and Critical Inquiry, with several sections focusing on the goals of Political Engagement Project; awarded the Graduate Teaching Assistant of the year at the University, College, and the School of Communication level 2006.  Participated in interdisciplinary colloquiums dedicated to interdisciplinary integration amongst general education courses.
Co-Director of Individual Events, School of Communication, Illinois State University, 2006-2008.


As Co-Directory responsibilities included coaching events, administrative work, and advisor to over twenty students on a nationally ranked team.  Has coached 12 national finalists and seven individual National Championships, and in the first year as Co-Director placed 3rd at the American Forensics Association National Tournament and 5th at the National Forensics Association National tournament.  Coordinated an international coaching session with students at the University of Austria- Vienna using internet broadcasting technology.  Served on the Illinois Intercollegiate Forensics Association limited preparation committee. Also, co-directed the Summer Speech Institute for high school speech students.

Graduate Teaching Assistant for Individual Events, School of Communication, Illinois State University, 2005-2006.
Graduate student coach of a national championship public speaking and oral interpretation program.

Graduate Assistant Instructor, Illinois State University, 2005-2006.

Teaching responsibilities included Communication 110: Public Speaking and Critical Inquiry and Interpersonal Communication 123; nominated by the School of Communication for the Graduate Teaching Assistant instructor of the year for Illinois State University.  Selected as assistant for building new curriculum components for the School of Communication’s participation in the Political Engagement Project targeting students disengaged from active political participation.
Administrative assistant and instructor for Illinois State University high school forensics summer camp, 2004-2005.


Responsible for Impromptu speaking lectures and drafting student newsletters. Processed student applications, and distributed insurance paperwork; learned bookkeeping skills.
Administrative Assistant for the College of DuPage Speech Team, 2002-2003.


Scheduled lodging, tournament entry, and other logistics for the individual events and debate teams.  Served in a historian capacity to collegiate team; organize, and preserve twenty years of performed literature, video recordings, awards, and alumni contacts.  Directly assisted in the preparation, publication, and execution of the individual events and debate team, including tournament administration.
Professional Experience

Number Group Specialist, Cingular Wireless, Schaumberg, IL, 1999-2001.


Hand selected to fulfill a new position within the department that would handle the distribution of cellular numbers and Customer Service care for cellular dealers throughout Illinois, Wisconsin, and Indiana.  Developed a new number cataloging system for cellular number inventory and distribution.  Integrated a comprehensive Y2K backup inventory of every assigned and potential number in the companies network.  Worked with executive managers to integrate new policies and give presentations on position progress.  Received praise from several tiers of management for adaptability and excellence.
Customer Service Representative, Cingular Wireless, Schaumberg, IL, 1998-1999.


Trained to deal with complex customer needs, with a specific focus on helping the customer to understand current cellular technology and engage in abstract problem solving.

Activation Specialist, Cingular Wireless, Schaumburg, IL, 1997-1998.


Worked on individual phone activations for cellular phone contracts.  Developed an excellent understanding of complex paperwork processing and Microsoft Office.

Professional Offices and Service
Peer Mentor, Illinois State University, School of Communication Graduate Assistant teaching program, 2006-2008.
Assistant Coordinator, Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching’s Political Engagement Project at Illinois State University, 2006-2008.

Coordinator and Presenter, American Democracy Project debate on “American Policy concerning Iraq occupation in regards to United Nations diplomacy”, Illinois State University, 2005.

Curriculum Coordinator and Head Counselor, DuPage County Ulster Project for Cross Community Peace in Northern Ireland, 1998-2005.
Co-President, Illinois State University Forensics Union, 2004-2005.

Committee Member, Educational Curriculum, Civil Rights Movement: Freedom Ride to Memphis, Illinois State University, 2004-2005.

Guest Debater, “Whether Free Internet File-Sharing is Unethical and Should Remain Illegal,” Lambda Pi Eta Semi-Annual Oxford Style Debate, Illinois State University, 2004.
Co-President, College of DuPage Forensics Team, Glen Ellyn, IL, 2002-2003.
Member, Psi Beta Honors Society, College of DuPage, 2002-2003.

Selected Publications and Presentations

Honors
Illinois State University Outstanding University Graduate Student Teaching Award, 2007
Illinois State University, School of Communication Outstanding University Graduate Student Teaching Award, 2006

National Champion, Rhetorical Criticism, National Forensic Association National Individual Events Tournament, 2005
All-American Team, American Forensic Association, 2005

Championship Team, American Forensic Association National Individual Events Tournament, Illinois State University, 2005
National Finalist (4th Place), Extemporaneous Speaking, National Forensic Association National Individual Events Tournament, 2005.
National Finalist (5th Place), Communication Analysis, American Forensic Association National Individual Events Tournament, 2005.

National Individual Sweepstakes Award (12th Place), National Forensic Association National Individual Events Tournament, 2005.
American Forensic Association National Finalist (5th Place) Communication Analysis—2005

National Semi-Finalist, National Forensic Association National Individual Events Tournament, Impromptu Speaking (2004, 2005).

National Quarterfinalist, American Forensic Association National Individual Events Tournament, Impromptu Speaking, Extemporaneous Speaking, 2005.

Chapter of Year, American Psychology Association Award of excellence, Psi Beta Honor Society, 2003.

Faculty Nominated Scholar in the field of Psychology, College of DuPage, 2003.

Gold Medalist, Phi Rho Pi National Speech and Debate Tournament, Extemporaneous Speaking, 2002, 2003.
Silver Medalist, Phi Rho Pi National Speech and Debate Tournament, Parliamentary Debate (2003), Impromptu Speaking (2003).

Bronze Medalist,  Phi Rho Pi National Speech and Debate Tournament, Informative Speaking (2002), Dramatic Interpretation (2003).

Bossard-Twohy Parliamentary Debate Award, Phi Rho Pi National Speech and Debate Tournament, 2003.
Publications and Presentations

Metts, S. & Wood, B.H. (2008). “Interpersonal emotional competence” in M. Motley (Ed.) Studies in Applied Communication.  SAGE Publications, Inc., Thousand Oaks, CA.
Wood, B.H. (2007). “A huddling of voices: Examining the experience of transferring from a two-year to a four-year forensics program from the students’ vantage point,” presented in Forensics and the Art of the Hand-Off: The Experience of Students Transferring From 2-Year to 4-Year Programs at the National Communication Association Conference 2007; Chicago, IL. 
Wood, B.H. (2007). “Trapped in the Ironic Comedy: A Study of R. Kelly’s ‘Trapped in the Closet;’” presented in The Rhetoric of Violence: The Cult of the Kill in Contemporary Society at the Central States Communication Association Conference 2007; Minneapolis, MN.
Hunt, S., Angelos, J., Mikucki, S., Wood, B. H., Hell, P. E., & Anderson, L. “Critical Thinking and Communication Pedagogy: Assessing Students’ Critical Thinking Development in the Basic Communication Course;” presented in Competitive Papers on Assessment in the Basic Course at the National Communication Association Conference 2006; San Antonio, TX. 
Current Professional and Academic Association Memberships
National Communication Association

Texas Intercollegiate Forensics Association
Phi Rho Pi
Texas Community College Forensics Association
Psi Beta National Honor Society
