CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING INFORMATIVE AND PERSUASIVE SPEECHES

In conjunction with the instructor evaluation form and according to departmental policy, your instructor will use the following criteria when evaluating speeches.

For all sections:  (F) = item is not evident in outline or presentation  (D) = an attempt has been made to include item in either outline or presentation


OUTLINE & REFERENCES (10 Possible Points)

FOLLOWS OUTLINE FORMAT  

(C) = An attempt is made to follow the format provided in the spiral (B) = In addition, it includes phrases that connect the parts of the speech so that they flow together, the connections between ideas are logical and evidence directly supports the ideas.  (A) = Has a clear separation of points, written in full sentences, has a consistent pattern of indentation, includes written transitions, previews, summaries, with little or no errors  

REFERENCES CORRECT/SUFFICIENT  

(C) = Uses appropriate number of sources in APA format on the reference page, with few mistakes.  (B) = In addition, sources cited are from credible and qualified sources  (A) = In addition, sources provide insightful perspective into the issue(s)

INTRODUCTION (20 Possible Points)

GAINED ATTENTION  

(C) = Began with an attention getting device that prepared the audience to listen to a speech on the topic.  (B) = In addition, it created a need to listen to the rest of the speech and flowed well into the relevance statement  (A) = In addition, it is creative, original, and highly motivating.

SHOWED RELEVANCE OF TOPIC TO AUDIENCE  

(C) = The importance of the topic is established.  (B) = In addition, the importance of the topic is related to the audience and well integrated.  

(A) = In addition, it is of significant importance to a COM 110 audience.

ESTABLISHED CREDIBILITY  

(C) = Student clearly states why he or she is competent to speak on the topic.  (B) = In addition, the statement is well integrated into the introduction and presents a logical argument for speaker credibility.  

(A) = In addition, statement is a unique and creative way of presenting a personal connection to the topic.

INTRODUCED TOPIC/THESIS STATEMENT CLEARLY  

(C) = Statement is direct and leaves little or no room for confusion about topic.  (B) = In addition, statement flows well into the preview  (A) = In addition, it has been worded powerfully and in a way that demonstrates a unique approach to the topic.

PREVIEWED BODY OF SPEECH  

(C) = Preview fits well with the topic/thesis statement and clearly (and briefly) states exactly what each main point will be.  (B) = In addition, preview logically follows from the thesis/topic statement and flows well into the opening transition.  (A) = In addition, it uses powerful and creative language tailored to the topic.

BODY (30 Possible Points)

MAIN POINTS CLEAR  

(C) = Main points are easy to identify.  (B) = In addition, main points are well integrated and each is an independent idea.  (A) = In addition, main points are made exceptionally clear with the use of internal transitions and previews, as well as signposting.

STRONG EVIDENCE AND SUPPORTING MATERIAL  

(C) = A minimum of four sources have been used for evidence and sources have been orally identified. (B) = In addition, the supporting material furthers the argument and a link between the evidence and the claims has been provided.  (A) = In addition, the evidence demonstrates a thorough and rich understanding of the topic.

ORGANIZATION EFFECTIVE  

(C) = The quantity and arrangement of the issues is appropriate to topic.  

(B) = In addition, the issues are organized to meet the specific purpose of the speech.  (A) = In addition, sentences are carefully constructed, have parallel structure, and include repetition of language or imagery for effect.

LANGUAGE PRECISE, CLEAR, POWERFUL  

(C) = Language has been used appropriately with heavy use of concrete and familiar words.  (B) = In addition, clutter (superfluous words) is absent from the presentation, demonstrating clarity, accuracy, and an economy of language use.  (A) = In addition, language is used vividly, employing imagery, clear metaphors, and a smooth rhythm.

TRANSITIONS EFFECTIVE
(C) = Transitions are used to connect main points  (B) = In addition, transitions use full sentences and briefly state what was just talked about and what will now be talked about  (A) = In addition, transitions use references to other devices (preview, attention getter, etc.), and use language for effect.

SOURCES ARE WELL INTEGRATED, CREDIBLE, AND CITED FULLY

(C) = The author (source, if author unavailable) and date of information have been provided.  (B) = In addition, the source references are placed just before the information being cited, and are relevant to the topic  (A) = In addition, sources are from a reputable source, are fully cited, and include evidence of source credibility

CONCLUSION (10 Possible Points)

AUDIENCE PREPARED FOR CONCLUSION  

(C) = Speaker has made a statement that suggests he/she is moving into the conclusion.  (B) = In addition, the statement flows well from the body and into the review. (A) = In addition, speaker has used language to make the statement creative and unique.

PURPOSE AND MAIN POINTS REVIEWED  

(C) = The main points have been briefly noted and no new information has been presented.  (B) = In addition, links have been provided that bridge the gaps between transition and review, and the review to the closing statement.

(A) = In addition, it is not just a restatement of the opening preview.

CLOSED SPEECH BY REFERENCE TO INTRO./OTHER DEVICES  

(C) = 1 last sentence is provided after review that closes speech.  (B) = In addition, a link has been provided between reference to attention getter and/or closing thought.  (A) = In addition, closing thought is a quotation (or other device) related to the topic, that signals the end of the speech.

DELIVERY (15 Possible Points)

MAINTAINED EYE CONTACT  

(C) = Speaker maintained eye contact with audience for at least part of the speech.  (B) = In addition, eye contact was purposeful with a comfortable transition between notes and audience. (A) = In addition, eye contact was used to gage feedback from most of the audience most of the time.

USED VOICE, DICTION, AND RATE FOR MAXIMUM EFFECT  

(C) = Majority of words have been pronounced and articulated properly.  (B) = In addition, vocal variety has been employed to highlight key information.  (A) = In addition, voice, diction, and rate demonstrate the speaker’s interest in the topic and enthusiasm.

USED SPACE, MOVEMENT, AND GESTURES FOR EMPHASIS  

(C) = Delivery had few distracting gestures, movements, or body shifting.  (B) = In addition, space and movement was used to transition between points, and gestures to add emphasis.  (A) = In addition, use of space, movement and gestures clearly demonstrated the speaker's enthusiasm for the topic and maintained audiences attention.

OVERALL IMPRESSION (15 Possible Points)

TOPIC CHALLENGING  

(C) = Topic is consistent with assignment.  (B) = In addition, the speech provides audience with new and relevant insight into the topic.  (A) = In addition, the speech made a genuine contribution to the thinking of the audience about the topic.

ADAPTED TO AUDIENCE  

(C) = An attempt was made to adapt topic to audience.  (B) = In addition, several references to audience were integrated throughout presentation.  (A) = In addition, a high degree of rapport was established through exceptional adaptation of topic to the specific audience.

EVIDENCE OF PREPARATION & PRACTICE  

(C) = Speech must have been delivered extemporaneously, notes conformed to instructor requirements.  (B) = In addition, speaker did not rely heavily on note cards and was clearly ready to present the speech  (A) = In addition, speaker displayed poise and confidence indicative of a well-practiced speech (perhaps including evidence of a speech lab visit).

MAINTAINED TIME LIMITS  

(C) = The speech was delivered within the time limits.  (B) = In addition, an appropriate balance of time was spent on each idea.  (A) = In addition, the speech was fully developed with in the time limits.

QUALITY AND RELEVANCE OF VISUAL AIDS  

(C) = Correct # of visuals were used. (B) = In addition, visuals could be seen clearly and were devoid of distractions/clutter, and a link was presented to connect visual to issue being discussed.  (A) = In addition, the visuals had explanatory power (used to help audience understand difficult material).

WAS INFORMATIVE/PERSUASIVE
(C) = Speech was of the type assigned.  (B) = In addition, information was easy to understand.  (A) = In addition, speech added interesting and new information to the audience's body of knowledge.
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