Central Texas College
Ft. Riley, KS
GOVT 2304: Introduction to Political Science

T, TH 5:15 pm – 7:45 pm

Bldg 7656, Room 4

Instructor: Kathy MacKenzie

Contact: email: Kathy.MacKenzie@ctcd.edu, kfm9393@ksu.edu

               cell: 785-410-8258

Due to the nature of my employment during daytime hours, I will very often not be able to answer my cell phone right away. I do, however, check my e-mail constantly and can respond in a timely manner to your messages. Therefore, I highly encourage you to use e-mail as your primary method of communication if you have any questions or concerns you need me to address.

I. INTRODUCTION

What is political science? This course will seek to answer this question by examining various historical and theoretical approaches to the discipline as well a number of classical and modern philosophies and ideologies that guide politics. The course will also examine various forms of government - both historical and modern. In addition, the course will look at theoretical and historical examples of revolution, war, and terror.
II. OVERALL OR GENERAL OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE

Upon successful completion of this course the student will be able to:

-  Describe the nature and theory of politics and explain its application in various governmental and state settings.
- Describe the various strategies involved in the execution of politics - by civil, non-civil, and global means.
III. Required Text

Understanding Politics: Ideas, Institutions, and Issues, Ninth Edition, 2011, Thomas Magstadt . 

IV. Course Requirements
Reading assignments will be given for each class period, and I will expect each student to come to class prepared to discuss the material covered. 

For each date given, the chapter or chapters to be covered that evening are noted. Exams and review periods are likewise listed.

August 16th: Class introduction, syllabus, basic class overview.

August 18th: Chapter 1 “Introduction: The Study of Politics,” Chapter 2 “The Idea of the Public Good: Ideologies and Isms,” Chapter 3 “Utopias: Model States.”

August 23rd: Chapter 5 “The Authoritarian Model: Myth and Reality,” Chapter 6 “The Totalitarian Model: False Utopias.”

August 25th: Exam review, paper discussion.

August 30th: Exam one.

September 1st: Chapter 4 “Constitutional Democracy: Models of Representation,” Chapter 7 “Parliamentary Democracy.”

September 6th: Chapter 8 “States and Economies in Transition: Between Democracy and Yesterday,” Chapter 9 “The Other World: Development or Anarchy?”

September 8th: Exam review, paper discussion.

September 13th: Exam two.

September 15th: Chapter 10 “Political Socialization: The Making of a Citizen,” Chapter 11 “Political Participation: The Price of Influence.”

September 20th: Chapter 12 “Political Leadership: The Many Faces of Power,” Chapter 13 “Issues in Public Policy: Principles, Priorities, and Practices.” Short Exam review.

September 22nd: Exam three.

September 27th: Chapter 14 “Revolution: In the Name of Justice,” Chapter 15 “Terrorism: Weapon of the Weak.”

September 29th: Chapter 16 “War: Politics by Other Means,” Chapter 17 “International Relations: The Struggle for Power.”

October 4th: Exam review, paper discussion.

October 6th: Final exam, last date papers will be accepted.

Paper: One 3-5 page written paper will be completed, with the content and topics to be discussed during class. 

Class Performance: Students are expected to be on time for each class, and will come to class prepared with course materials and ready to learn. Absences do not excuse a student from learning the material, and several absences may result in the student being dropped from the course.

V. Grades

Final Grade:

The following letter/numerical grade equivalents are used to determine the final grade in the course:

A = 89 and above; B = 79 to 88; C = 69 to 78; D = 59 to 68; F = below 59 

Semester grades will be computed by the following percentages:

Exam one: 20%

Exam two: 20%

Exam three: 20%

Exam four: 20%

Written paper: 20%

Missed Exam

*If a student misses an examination, it is the student's responsibility to discuss with the instructor a make-up exam. This should be discussed in a timely manner.
VI. Course Outline

 Unit One: 
1. Unit Objectives: Upon successful completion of this unit, the student will be able to: 

a. Describe the basic concepts of the study of politics and explain both how and why politics is studied. 

b. Identify and describe specific ideologies as distinctive systems of political beliefs. 

c. Identify and describe specific historical utopian state concepts. 

d. Identify and describe several historical models of representative democracy. 

e. Describe authoritarian and totalitarian models of politics.

Unit Two: 

1. Unit Objectives: Upon successful completion of this unit, the student will be able to: 

a. Describe the concept of Parliamentary Democracy and identify several national examples. 

b. Identify and describe several specific states undergoing political and economic transitions. 
c. Identify and describe specific examples of dysfunctional states.
Unit Three: 

1. Unit Objectives: Upon successful completion of this unit, the student will be able to: 

a. Explain the concept and process of political socialization. 

b. Describe the various aspects of political participation and the specific avenues of participation and identify various forms of political leadership. 

c. Identify various issues and practices involved with public policy.
Unit Four : Functions and Workings of Government 

1. Unit Objectives : Upon successful completion of this unit, the student will be able to: 

a. Describe the nature of revolution in both theory and practice. 

b. Describe the nature of terrorism - its origins, tactics and psychology. 

c. Describe the nature of war - identify both the different types of war and the different purposes of war. 

d. Explain the complex nature of international relations. Identify some competing paradigms of international relations. Explain the process of globalization and the role of international organizations.

VII. Withdrawal and Incomplete Policies
A. Withdrawal from Course: It is the student's responsibility to officially drop a class if circumstances prevent attendance. Any student who desires to, or must, officially withdraw from a course after the first scheduled class meeting must file an Application for Withdrawal or an Application for Refund. The withdrawal form must be signed by the student. Application for Withdrawal will be accepted at any time prior to Friday of the 6th week of classes.
Students who officially withdraw will be awarded the grade of "W", provided his/her attendance and academic performance are satisfactory at the time of official withdrawal. Students must file a withdrawal application with the college before they may be considered for withdrawal. 

A student may not withdraw from a class for which the instructor has previously issued the student a grade of "F" or "FN" for nonattendance.

B. Administrative Withdrawal: An administrative withdrawal may be initiated when the student fails to meet College attendance requirements. The instructor will assign the appropriate grade on the Administrative Withdrawal Form for submission to the registrar. 
C. Incomplete Grade: The College catalog states, "An incomplete grade may be given in those cases where the student has completed the majority of the course work but, because of personal illness, death in the immediate family, or military orders, the student is unable to complete the requirements for a course..." Prior approval from the instructor is required before the grade of "I" is recorded. A student who fails to show for the final exam will receive a zero for the final and an "F" for the course.
