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  I.  Introduction

A. An introduction to the profession of early childhood education, focusing on developmentally appropriate practices, types of programs, historical perspectives, ethics, and current issues. The student will define development and developmental domains; discuss contributions of historical and contemporary theorists to the field of early childhood education; explain features of developmentally appropriate programs for children, describe types of early childhood programs, identify current trends and issues in the early childhood profession; explain characteristics and developmental stages of an early childhood professional.

B. This course is a required course for the AAS Degree and the Certificates in Early Childhood Professions field.

C. This course is occupationally related and serves as preparation for careers in Early Childhood Professions.

D. Prerequisite(s): None

II. LEARNING OUTCOMES

A. Upon successful completion of this course, Introduction to Early Childhood Education, the student will be able to:

1. Define developmental and developmental domains.
2. Discuss contributions of historical and contemporary theorists to the field of early childhood education. C5, C9, C12, C14
    a. Define developmentally appropriate.
    b. Discuss how knowledge of child growth and developmentally impacts developmentally appropriate practices.
    c. Describe developmentally appropriate practices as they apply to infants/toddlers, preschool and school-age children, and children with special needs.
    d. Explain how developmentally appropriate programs are impacted by differences in family structures and social and cultural backgrounds.
    e. Explain how play is the foundation for children's learning.
    f. Compare a developmentally appropriate classroom with one which is not developmentally appropriate classroom with one which is not developmentally appropriate in relation to room arrangement, materials, and equipment.
3. Describe types of early childhood programs. C11
    a. Identify types and characteristics of different early childhood programs.
    b. Contrast early childhood programs.
4. Identify current trends and issues in early childhood professions. C15
    a. Identify child care research findings and report on the effects of child care on children, their families, or society.
    b. Identify current legislation in the field of early childhood.
    c. Discuss public policy, how it’s developed, and its impact on children and families.
5. Explain the characteristics and developmental stages of an early childhood professional. C9, C12
    a. List characteristics of an early childhood professional.
    b. Discuss career opportunities for the early childhood professional.
    c. List educational and experiences required for early childhood positions.
    d. Discuss the Texas Career Development System, including the practitioner's portfolio.
    e. Describe the profession's code of ethical conduct and its application in everyday practice.
    f. Discuss the role of early childhood professional organizations in the development of an early childhood professional.
    g. Describe the purpose of opportunities for professional growth and development.
    h. Identify skills needed to locate and obtain employment.
    i. Describe advocacy as it relates to an early childhood professional.



III. INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

A. Required Text: Bredekamp, Sue; Effective Practices in Early Childhood Education: Building a Foundation (My Educational Lab Series), New Edition, Pearson, copyright 2011.

ISBN-9780558851354



IV. COURSE REQUIREMENTS

A. General

1. Attend class regularly.
2. Participate constructively in class discussions.
3. Complete all assignments on time.
4. Be in class on time and remain for the duration of the period.
5. Know and observe all college regulations.
6. Be present for all examinations.
7. Students are required to read all assigned selections from the text, to do outside reading when assigned, and to be ready to report on the reading.
8. No tape recorders may be used without the expressed approval of the instructor.

B. Good class notes are indispensable for earning a good grade, since both the materials assigned and discussed will be the basis for examination material. Regular attendance is essential for the same reason.

V. Examinations

A. There will be at least two examinations and possible spot quizzes (i.e. Mid-Term, Final, and Spot Quizzes). A comprehensive final exam will be given and students MUST take the final exam in order to pass the course.

B. Short, unannounced quizzes may be given to encourage students to read the assignments and to listen during class.

C. Occasionally, a student may be unavoidable absent from an exam. Only students with excused absences will be permitted to take make-up exams. When an exam is missed due to illness, a doctor's excuse is required. Unexcused absences may result in a zero for missed exam. Make-up examinations will be given only with the instructor's permission. The time and place for the make-up will be determined in conference with the instructor.

D. All students are expected to maintain the highest standard of scholastic honesty in preparation of all course work and during examination. Students are responsible for conducting themselves with honor and integrity in fulfilling course requirements. Penalties are/or disciplinary proceedings may be initiated by College System officials against a student accused of scholastic dishonesty. "Scholastic dishonesty": includes, but not limited to, cheating on an exam, plagiarism, and collusion.
Cheating on an exam includes:
* Copying from another students exam:
* Using materials not authorized by the person giving the exam;
* Collaborating with another student during an exam without authorization;
* Knowingly using, buying, selling, stealing, transporting, or soliciting in whole or part the contents of a test that has not been administered;
* Bribing another person to obtain an exam that is to administered
Plagiarism means the appropriation of another's work and unacknowledgement incorporation of that work in one's own written work offered for credit
Collusion means the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing written effort for credit.

VI.SEMESTER GRADE COMPUTATIONS

Points                                                        Grade

90-100                                                          A
80-89                                                            B
70-79                                                            C
60-69                                                            D
Below 60                                                       F


VII. NOTES AND ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE COURSE INSTRUCTOR

A. Withdrawal from Course: It is the student's responsibility to officially drop class if circumstances prevent attendance. Any student who desires to, or must, officially withdraw from a course after the first scheduled class meeting must file an Application for Withdrawal or an Application for Refund. The withdrawal form must be signed by the student.

Application for Withdrawal will be accepted at any time prior to Friday of the 12th week of classes during the 16th-week fall and spring semesters. The deadline for sessions of other lengths is as follows.

                              11-week session                           Friday of the 8th week

                                8-week session                           Friday of the 6th week

                                51/2- week session                      Friday of the 4th week

The equivalent date (75% of the semester) will be used for sessions of other lengths. The specific last day to withdraw is published each semester in the Student Bulletin.

Students who officially withdraw will be awarded the grade of "W", provided the student's attendance and academic performance are satisfactory at the time of official withdrawal. Students must file a withdrawal application with the college before they may be considered for withdrawal.

A student may not withdraw from a class from which the instructor has previously issued the student a grade of "F" or "FN" for nonattendance.

B. An Administrative Withdrawal: An administrative withdrawal may be initiated when the student fails to meet College attendance requirements. The instructor will assign the appropriate grade on the Administrative Withdrawal Form for submission to the registrar.

C. An Incomplete Grade: The College catalog states, "An incomplete grade may be given in those cases where the student has completed the majority of the course work but, because of personal illness, death in the immediate family, or military orders, the student is unable to complete the requirements for a course..." Prior approval from the instructor is required before the grade of "I" is recorded. A student who merely fails to show for the final examination will receive a zero for the final and an "F" for the course.

D. Cellular Phones and Beepers: Cellular phones and beepers will be turned off while the student is in the classroom laboratory.

E. American's with Disabilities Act (ADA): Students requiring accommodations for disabilities are responsible for notifying the instructor. Reasonable accommodations will be granted in full compliance with federal and state law and Central Texas College policy.

F. Instructor Discretion: The instructor reserves the right of final decision in course requirements.

G. Civility: Individuals are expected to be cognizant of what a constructive educational experience is and respectful of those participating in a learning environment. Failure to do can result in disciplinary action up to and including expulsion.

Course Overview

	Dates


	Class Time
	Assignment Due
	Other

	Tuesday, October 18
	Review Syllabus
	
	

	Thursday, October 20
	Review Chapters 1 & 2
	
	

	Tuesday, October 25
	Review Chapters 3 & 4
	Chapter 1 & 2
	CLASS

	Thursday, October 27
	Review Chapters 5 &6
	Chapter 3 & 4
	

	Tuesday, November 1
	Review Chapters 7 & 8
	Chapter 5 & 6
	CLASS

	Thursday, November 3
	Review Chapters 9 & 10
	Chapter 7 & 8
	

	Tuesday, November 8
	Review Chapters 11
	Chapter 9 & 10
	CLASS

	Thursday, November 10
	Review Chapters 12 & 13
	Chapter 11
	

	Tuesday, November 15
	
	
	MID-TERM

	Thursday, November 17
	Review Chapter 14
	Chapter 12 & 13
	

	Tuesday, November 22
	No Class
	No Class
	

	Thursday, November 24
	Thanksgiving Day
	NO CLASS
	NO CLASS

	Tuesday, November 29
	Review Chapters 15 & 16
	Chapter 14
	CLASS-Math and Science Activity

	Thursday, December 1
	
	Chapter 15 & 16
	

	Tuesday, December 6
	Review for Final Exam
	
	

	Thursday, December 8
	
	
	

	Tuesday, December 13
	FINAL EXAM
	
	
	

	Thursday, December 15
	
	
	
	


The Instructor reserves the right to amend this syllabus as needed.
Math and Science Activity-Worth 50 points

Create a Lesson Plan

1. Choose an age group you would like to focus on or choose a mixed age group.

2. Select a children’s book that deals with healthy living, healthy foods, physical activity, or health and safety. You may also choose to create a lesson plan without a book, but dealing with a certain food, healthy living concept, physical movement activity or anything related to healthy living for children.

3. Create a lesson plan or activity around the theme of the book. Some learning ideas or areas including:

· Language/reading: letter games, rhyming words, site words, poems, books, exploring grocery ads

· Science: Experiments, gardening, colors

· Math: memory games, matching, sorting, measuring, graphs, shapes, guessing the number

· Art/Creative Arts: collages, food stamping, sensory activities, posters

· Music: songs, making instruments, dancing

· Cooking: making foods, recipes, mixing and food tasting

· Family Involvement: Include ways to involve families

4. Be prepared to share your lesson plan with the class.

5. Have the materials available to implement your math or science activity with the class.
Top of Form










