Central Texas College
Ft. Riley, KS
GOVT 2302 American Government II

T, TH 5:15 pm – 7:45 pm

Bldg 7656, Room 4

Instructor: Kathy MacKenzie

Contact: email: kathy.mackenzie@ctcd.edu

               cell: 785-410-8258

Due to reception issues and scheduling, I will very often not be able to answer my cell phone right away. I do, however, check my e-mail constantly and can respond in a timely manner to your messages. Therefore, I highly encourage you to use e-mail as your primary method of communication if you have any questions or concerns you need me to address.

I. Introduction

American Government II is an introductory, survey course on various United States, Texas, and local government topics. This course includes study of institutions of national and Texas governments, including the executive, legislative, and judicial branches; the bureaucracy; and public policy, including defense and foreign relations.
II. Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course, American Government II, the student will be able to:

- Describe the structure and operations of both governmental and extra-governmental institutions and their relationships.

- Identify specific historical events and attitudes which have shaped our current governmental systems, and political processes.

- Explain the role of citizens, both individually and collectively, in our governmental systems, and participate more fully in our democratic process.

- Recognize, understand, and utilize concepts and terminology related to government and the discipline of political science.

- Organize and conduct research toward the creation of a well- reasoned and written paper, journal, report, or other product.
III. Required Text

American Government and Politics Today: The Essentials, 2011-2012 Edition, Central Texas College Edition, Barbara A. Bardes, Mack C. Shelley II., Steffen W. Schmidt, William Earl Maxwell , Ernest Crain, Adolfo Santos, Albert C. Waite.
IV. Course Requirements
Reading assignments will be given for each class period, and I will expect each student to come to class prepared to discuss the material covered. 

For each date given, the chapter or chapters to be covered that evening are noted. Exams and review periods are likewise listed.

October 18th: Class introduction, syllabus, basic class overview.

October 20th: Chapter 10 “The Congress” 

October 25th: Chapter 21 “The Texas Legislature”

October 27th: Chapter 11 “The President”

November 1st: Chapter 11 “The President” continued

November 3rd: Chapter 22 “The Texas Executive Branch ”
November 8th: Chapter 12 “The Bureaucracy”

November 10th: Review for midterm, paper discussions

November 15th: Mid-term exam

November 17th: Chapter 13 “The Courts”

November 22nd: Chapter 23 “The Texas Judiciary, Law, and Due Process”

November 24th: Thanksgiving Holiday, no class

November 29th: Chapter 4 “Civil Liberties: Rights of Criminal Defendants and Death Penalty”

December 1st: Chapter 14 “Domestic and Economic Policy”

December 6th: Chapter 15 “Foreign Policy”

December 8th: Chapter 15 “Foreign Policy” continued

December 13th: Review for final exam, paper discussions

December 15th: Final Exam, last date paper will be accepted
Paper: One 3-5 page written paper will be completed, with the content and topics to be discussed during class. 

Class Performance: Students are expected to be on time for each class, and will come to class prepared with course materials and ready to learn. Absences do not excuse a student from learning the material, and several absences may result in the student being dropped from the course.

V. Grades

 Grades are based on the following scale:

90 – 100 = A

80 – 89 = B

70 – 79 = C

60 – 69 = D

0 – 59 = F

Semester grades will be computed by the following percentages:

Written paper: 25%

Mid-term exam: 25%

Final Exam: 50%

VI. Withdrawal and Incomplete Policies
A. Withdrawal from Course: It is the student's responsibility to officially drop a class if circumstances prevent attendance. Any student who desires to, or must, officially withdraw from a course after the first scheduled class meeting must file an Application for Withdrawal or an Application for Refund. The withdrawal form must be signed by the student. Application for Withdrawal will be accepted at any time prior to Friday of the 6th week of classes.
Students who officially withdraw will be awarded the grade of "W", provided his/her attendance and academic performance are satisfactory at the time of official withdrawal. Students must file a withdrawal application with the college before they may be considered for withdrawal. 

A student may not withdraw from a class for which the instructor has previously issued the student a grade of "F" or "FN" for nonattendance.

B. Administrative Withdrawal: An administrative withdrawal may be initiated when the student fails to meet College attendance requirements. The instructor will assign the appropriate grade on the Administrative Withdrawal Form for submission to the registrar. 
C. Incomplete Grade: The College catalog states, "An incomplete grade may be given in those cases where the student has completed the majority of the course work but, because of personal illness, death in the immediate family, or military orders, the student is unable to complete the requirements for a course..." Prior approval from the instructor is required before the grade of "I" is recorded. A student who fails to show for the final exam will receive a zero for the final and an "F" for the course.
