CENTRAL TEXAS COLLEGE

ENGL 1301 Composition I

M, W 5:15-7:45 p.m.

Instructor:
Katherine Harder

Contact:
k.j.harder@gmail.com 



785-236-9449

I. INTRODUCTION 

ENGL 1301 is CTC's first semester of Freshman English and is designed to meet the first semester English requirement for students transferring to a senior college or for students desiring the general education of the first two years of college.  The course aims primarily at helping the student develop skills and techniques necessary for writing effective expository prose.  Emphasis is placed on sentence structure, word choice, paragraph development, and organization of the whole essay.  Analysis of selected expository prose is used to guide the student in writing. 

II. LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Upon successful completion of Composition I, students will be able to do the following: 


•
Organize their thoughts into effective sentences. 


•
Organize sentences into paragraphs that adequately expand a central thought.


•
Organize paragraphs into a logical, coherent composition that effectively communicates the writer's ideas to the audience.

III. COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

A. Reading Assignments: 

Reading assignments from Handbook for Writers and The Longman Reader will be given frequently.   

B.  Papers:  

Several essays and papers will be written during the semester, some of which will be written in class, either partially or in their entirety.  These assignments will be supplemented by out-of-class exercises. 

C.  Class Performance: 

Students are expected to attend all classes, bring textbooks and other supplies to class, and learn to take and keep good class notes.  Students, whether present or absent, are responsible for all assignments.  The student must contact the instructor concerning any missed assignments.  

Note:  Three or more unexcused absences may result in an Administrative Withdrawal. 

D.  Class Participation: 

Students are to participate constructively in class discussion and attend class regularly and punctually. 

E.  Exams:


•
Unannounced quizzes covering assigned material may be given from time to time. 


•
A final examinations will be given at the end of the course.  For the final exam, an essay with a minimum of 500 words is required. 

IV. SEMESTER GRADE COMPUTATIONS 


•
The possible grades for the course are A, B, C, D, or F. 


•
The semester grade will be computed on the following basis: 

· Written Assignments:  55% of semester grade 

· Quizzes, assignments, participation:   20% of semester grade 

· Final Examination:   25% of semester grade 

V. WITHDRAWALS AND INCOMPLETES 

A. Withdrawal from Course:  

It is the student's responsibility to officially drop a class if circumstances prevent attendance.  Any student who desires to, or must, officially withdraw from a course after the first scheduled class meeting must file an Application for Withdrawal or an Application for Refund.  The withdrawal form must be signed by the student. 

Application for Withdrawal will be accepted at any time prior to Friday of the 6th week of classes.

Students who officially withdraw will be awarded the grade of "W," provided the student's attendance and academic performance are satisfactory at the time of official withdrawal.  Students must file a withdrawal application with the college before they may be considered for withdrawal. 

A student may not withdraw from a class for which the instructor has previously issued the student a grade of "F" or "FN" for nonattendance. 

B. An Administrative Withdrawal:  

An administrative withdrawal may be initiated when the student fails to meet College attendance requirements.  The instructor will assign the appropriate grade on the Administrative Withdrawal Form for submission to the registrar. 

C. An Incomplete Grade:  

The College catalog states, "An incomplete grade may be given in those cases where the student has completed the majority of the course work but, because of personal illness, death in the immediate family, or military orders, the student is unable to complete the requirements for a course."  Prior approval from the instructor is required before the grade of "IP" is recorded.  A student who merely fails to show for the final examination will receive a zero for the final and an "F" for the course. 
