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An introductory, survey course on various United States and local government topics. This course includes studying institutions of national government including the executive, legislative, and judicial branches; the bureaucracy; and public policy including defense and foreign relations.
Course Objectives:
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

A. Describe the structure and operations of both governmental and extra-governmental institutions and their relationships.

B. Identify specific historical events and attitudes which have shaped our current governmental systems, and political processes.

C. Explain the role of citizens, both individually and collectively, in our governmental systems, and participate more fully in our democratic process.

D. Recognize, understand, and utilize concepts and terminology related to government and the discipline of political science.

E. Organize and conduct research toward the creation of a well reasoned and written paper, journal, report, or other product.
Weekly Topical Outline:

Week One:

Administration / Introductions / Class discussions / Select topics for Book Reviews and Research Paper / Assign Class Presentations / Discuss Special Project / Discuss Special Activities. 

Discuss Chapter Ten: Campaigning for Office (Who wants to be a candidate? The 21st century Campaign; The strategy of Winning; Financing the Campaign; Interest Groups and Campaign Finance: Reaction to New rules; Running for President: the Longest Campaign). 

Chapter Eleven: The Media and Cyberpolitics (The Media’s Functions; A History of the Media in the United States; The Primacy of Television; The Media and Political Campaigns; The Media and the government; Government Regulations of the Media; Bias in the Media)

Week Two: 

Chapter Twelve: The Congress (Why was Congress Created; The Functions of Congress; The Powers of Congress; House-Senate Differences; Congresspersons and the Citizenry: A Comparison; Congressional Elections; Congressional Apportionment; Perks and Privileges; The Committee Structure; The Formal Leadership; How Members of Congress Decide; How a Bill Becomes a Law; How Much will the Government Spend)

Chapter Thirteen: The President (Who can become President?; The Process of Becoming President; The Many Roles of the President; The President as Party Chief and Superpolitician; Special Uses of Presidential Power; Abuses of Executive Power and Impeachment; The Executive Organization; The Vice Presidency; 
Chapter Fourteen: The Bureaucracy (The Nature of Bureaucracy; The Size of the Bureaucracy; The Organization of the Federal Bureaucracy; Challenges to the Bureaucracy; Staffing the Bureaucracy; Modern Attempts at Bureaucratic Reform; Bureaucrats as Politicians and Policymakers; Congressional Control of the Bureaucracy; 
Chapter Fifteen: The Courts (The Common Law Tradition; Sources of American Law; The Federal Court System; The Supreme Court at Work; The Selection of Federal Judges; Policymaking and the Courts; What Checks our Courts?)

Week Three: Chapter Sixteen: Public Policy (The Policymaking Process; Health Care; Environmental Policy; Energy Policy; Poverty and Welfare; Immigration; Crime in the Twenty-first Century. 

Chapter Seventeen: Economic Policy (Good Times, Bad Times; Fiscal Policy; Monetary Policy; World Trade; The Politics of Taxes; The Social Security Problem. 
Chapter Eighteen: Foreign Policy (Facing the World: Foreign and Defense Policy; Morality Versus Reality in foreign Policy; Challenges in World Politics; Who Makes Foreign Policy?; Congress Balances the Presidency; Domestic Sources of Foreign Policy; The Major Foreign Policy Themes; 
Week Four: 

Mid-term Examination

Week Five: 

Critique Mid-Term Examination. Chapter Nineteen: Texas History and Culture (Politics and Government: The Early Years; Politics and government: 1886-1945; Politics and government since World War II; Texas Cultural regions; Cultural Diversity). 

Chapter Twenty: The Texas Constitution. (The Texas Constitution in history; The Texas Constitution Today; the Constitution and the People; Amending and Revising the Constitution; The Texas Constitution Compared). 

Chapter Twenty-one: Texas Interest Groups. (What are Interest Groups? Influencing government; Which Interests are Powerful; factors that affect Interest Group Power; Campaign Contributions; The Regulations of Lobbying; The Craft of Lobbying).

Chapter Twenty-two: Political parties in Texas. (Development of the Texas Party System; How the Party Machinery is Organized in Texas; A new era of republican Dominance).

Week Six: Chapter Twenty-three:  Voting and elections in Texas. (Political Participation; Voter Turnout in the United States and Texas; Primary, General, and special elections in Texas; The conduct and Administration of Elections; Election Campaigns in Texas).

Chapter Twenty-four: The Texas Legislature. (the Limited Session; Qualification, Terms, and Compensation of Members; Legislative Districts; Who can become a Member of the Legislature? Organization of the Texas Legislature; The Calendar and the Floor; How a Bill becomes a Law; Institutional tools of Leadership). 

Chapter Twenty-five: The Texas Executive Branch. (Structure and Politics of the governor's Office; The governor's Powers of Persuasion; The governor as Chief Executive; The Texas Bureaucracy; The Bureaucracy and Public Policy Neutrality). 

Chapter Twenty-six: The Texas judiciary, Law, and Due Process: ( Civil Law and Criminal Law; Issues in Civil Law; Issues and Elements in Criminal Law; Due Process of Law; Texas Court Organization; selection of Judges).

Week Seven: Class Presentations, Issue Special Activity: Chapter Twenty-eight: Local government: (Municipalities; Counties; Special Districts, Councils of governments). Chapter Twenty-seven: Texas Public Policy: (revenues; Budgeting and Spending; Education; Health and Human Services; Transportation).

Week Eight: 

Final Examination; Turn In of all Products: i.e., Research Paper, Special Project, Special Activity, and Course Evaluation
Method of Evaluation:              %of Grade:


Grading Scale:

Examinations




50%



90 – 100
A

Articles of Interest


10%



80 – 89
B

Class Presentations


10%



70 – 79
C

Special Project



10%



60 – 69
D

Research Paper
      


10%                     59 & below 
F

Special Activities



10%

Description of Methods of Evaluation:
· Examinations - There will be two examinations given throughout the course of the semester. The examinations will be structured to encompass all areas covered and will also include both subjective and objective types of questions.
· Article of Interest - There will be one article of interest/presentations.
· Class Presentation will consist of an analysis of the Article of Interest.

· Special Project - The special project will consist of visiting a local town hall meeting in the surrounding area and presenting the results of the town hall in a paper. This special project will be completed within the restraints of the timeline of the class.  No makeup work will be allowed for this portion.
· Research Paper - There will also be a research paper consisting of ten typed pages, the instructor will approve the topics. The completed research paper will be due on the final day of class.
· Special Activity will consist of a grouping of essay questions concerning current political issues.

Additional Course Information (i.e. instructional methods, out-of-class activities, etc.):
· This course exposes students to concepts, principles, operations, and policies of the United States Federal System.  All college students and citizens should have a basic knowledge of the governments that serve them.  This study will provide an opportunity to become acquainted with fundamental elements about the national and state governments.

· This course is designed to require a steady, continuous effort from the student. In addition to exams, factors such as book reviews, research paper, special project, and class presentation will be considered in grade computation.

· You are required to read all assigned materials and be prepared for class discussions.

· Good class notes and regular attendance are indispensable for earning a good grade since both the material assigned and discussed will be the basis for the examination.

Additional Information from the Instructor (make-up exams, rounding of grades, cell phone/pagers, etc.):
· The articles of interest, research paper, special project, and class presentations must be done within the time constraints of the course.  Any late work will be subjected to a penalty of one letter grade deduction for that particular piece.

· All make-up work must be coordinated with the instructor.
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