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Catalog Description: Study of terrorism and reasons why America is a terrorist target. Includes methods of combating domestic and international terrorism, terrorist operations, cyber-terrorism, narco-terrorism, the mind of the terrorist, and organized crime’s impact on terrorism.
Course Objectives:
Upon successful completion of this course, Understanding and Combating Terrorism, the student will:
A. Define Terrorism and its purpose.
B. Understand terrorism from a historical and motivational perspective.
C. Identify terrorist groups and their political agendas.

D. Explain the psychology of hostage taking and hostage survival techniques.

E. Describe the counter terrorist measures.
Weekly Topical Outline:

Week One:

Course and Assignments Overview
Chapter 1: Concepts of Terror and Terrorism (Disc 1)
Video: Terrorism – A World in Shadows

Assignment: 
Chapter 1 Review Questions 3, 11, 12. 14

Week Two:
Chapter 2: Historical Antecedents of Terrorism and Violence
Chapter 3: Violence and Terrorism: The Role of Mass Media
Video: Terrorism – A World in Shadows: The New Terrorism – Islamic Terrorism (Disc 2)

Assignments:


Chapter 2 Review Questions: 2, 3, 6, 7


Chapter 3 Review Questions: 1, 5, 8, 10
Week Three:


Chapter 4: The Palestine Question and al Qaeda
Chapter 5: Designated Foreign Terrorist Organizations: The “A List”
Examination of the Risk Management Process

Video: Blood and Oil: The Middle East in World War I

Assignments:  Chapter 4 Review Questions 1, 2, 3, 7, 12

THREAT ANALYSIS PAPER (You are to conduct a threat analysis of a foreign terrorist organization (FTO) that has been posing a threat to the United States or its interests.  Your threat analysis should be 5 to 8 pages in length, typed and double spaced with at least 5 references.  This paper is to be turned in at the beginning of class on week 7.

Week Four:
Chapter 6: The Dynamics of Hostage Taking and Negotiation
Video: One Day in September

Assignment:  Chapter 6 Review Questions 1, 3, 10, 11

Week Five:
Chapter 7: Contemporary Terrorism and Bombing
Video: The Hostages of Hatred


Assignment:  Chapter 7 Review Questions 1, 6, 7, 8, 10

Week Six:
Chapter 8: Suicide Bombers: A Global Problem
Videos:

The Cult of the Suicide Bomber

Inside the Mind of a Suicide Bomber

Assignment: Chapter 8 Review Questions 3, 4, 5, 6, 9
Week Seven:
Chapter 9: Counterterrorist Measures: The Response
Videos:
The Global Fight Against Terrorism
Law Enforcement Against Terrorism


Assignments:

Chapter 9 Review Questions 1, 2, 4, 10


Chapter 10 Review Questions 3, 6, 7, 8, 10

Turn in Threat Analysis Paper

Week Eight:
Chapter 10: Future of Terrorism
Video: Terrorism: A World in the Shadows (Disc 3)

Assignment:  Final Exam

Method of Evaluation:              %of Grade:


Grading Scale:

Review Questions (1 point each)
40%



90 - 100  A

Threat Analysis Paper


30%



80 - 89   B

Final Exam




20%



70 - 79   C

Class Participation


10%



60 - 69   D







                        59 & below F

Description of Methods of Evaluation:
Class participation is required to allow the student to demonstrate his/her grasp of the subject matter being presented.  Student is responsible for completing the assigned chapter review questions to further establish the student’s comprehension of the subject material.  The Threat Analysis Paper is designed to acquaint the student with the threat analysis portion of the Risk Management process and to reinforce the students understanding of the material.  A comprehensive final examination will be conducted to allow the student to demonstrate his/her mastery of the course material.
Additional Course Information (i.e. instructional methods, out-of-class activities, etc.):

Instructor will use PowerPoint presentations and related videos to cover the material in each chapter.  The instructor will provide each student with CD containing the PowerPoint presentations for each class.  The CD will also include material related Homeland Security/Terrorism issues.
Additional Information from the Instructor (make-up exams, rounding of grades, cell phone/pagers, etc.):
Cell Phone # is (573)337-1859

Alternate email address is: sjmunsiesr@embarqmail.com
