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Course Title: Traffic Law and Investigation


Day/Time: Wednesday / 5:00 – 10:40
Credit Hours: 3  

Instructor:
Yvonne Brady


(E-mail): mraven@usmo.com 
Contact: (H) 573-759-7648


(O) 573-329-5550



(Fax)
Prerequisites:  None

Textbook(s):Traffic Investigation and Enforcement-CTC Custom/Texas Criminal and Traffic Law Manual


Author(s):  Schultz/ -


ISBN :  0495459054/9781422472026
Edition:  3rd/ -



Publisher:  Thomson/Lexis Nexis
Catalog Description:  Instruction in the basic principles of traffic control, traffic law enforcement, court procedures, and traffic law. Emphasis on the need for a professional approach in dealing with traffic law violators and the police role in accident investigation and traffic supervision.
Course Objectives:

Upon successful completion of this course, Fundamentals of Criminal Law, the student will: 

A. Identify background and underlying principles of the traffic law enforcement effort. 

B. Describe the legal requirements which govern and control the making and enforcement of criminal laws, and traffic laws in particular. 

C. Explain the procedures to maximize the individual officer=s personal safety during a stop, particularly in a criminal situation. 

D. Explain the factors which influence the officer and violator during their face-to-face contact. 

August 28, 2007 
E .Explain the importance of meeting the objectives of a traffic program, i.e. reduction of traffic fatalities and prosecution of traffic offenses. 

F. Identify the various enforcement activities that lead to achieving an effective traffic program.
Weekly Topical Outline:

Week One:  Discuss the Syllabus and requirements for the class


        Review parts of the Texas Criminal and traffic Law Manual


        Discuss Chapter one:  Traffic Laws and Enforcement


        Discuss Chapter Two:  Vehicle Stops


        Discussion of other references


        Homework assigned, also read chapters three and four

Week Two:  Review the homework from the first week


        Discuss Chapter Three:  Pursuit Driving


        Discuss Chapter Four:  Driving Under the Influence


        Discussion of reference material, including the Law Manuals of Texas


            and Missouri


        Homework assigned, also read Chapter Five

Week Three:
Review the homework from the second week

              Discuss Chapter Five:  Traffic Point Control


        Review the reference material and Law Manuals of Texas and Missouri


        Homework assigned and read Chapter Six


        Review Midterm, Chapter One through Five and other material


        Guest Speaker:  Trooper from the Missouri Highway Patrol

Week Four:
Midterm


         Discuss the homework


         Discuss Chapter Six:  Traffic Accident Investigation


         Review reference material and Law Manuals


         Homework assigned and read Chapter seven and Chapter eight


         Outline for 10-page due

Week Five:
Review the homework assignment


        Discuss Chapter Seven:   Hit-and-Run Investigation


        Discuss Chapter Eight:  Traffic Homicide


        Review reference material and Law Manuals


        Homework assigned and read Chapter nine

Week Six:
Review the homework assignment


       Discuss Chapter Nine


       Review reference material and Law Manuals


       Homework assigned and read Chapter ten

Week Seven: Review the homework assignment

Discuss Chapter Ten:  The Traffic Division

Review reference material and Law Manuals

Review Final, Chapter six through ten and reference material

Homework assignment

Week Eight: Final


       Presentation of the ten-page paper
Method of Evaluation:              %of Grade:


Grading Scale:

1st Exam




30%



90 - 100  A

2nd Exam




30%



80 - 89   B

10-Page Report



30%



70 - 79   C

Participation



10%



60 - 69   D







                        59 & below F

Description of Methods of Evaluation: 

· Exams consist of multiple choice, true false questions and several short essay questions.

· A ten-page paper is due the eighth week.

· Included in the 10% participation of your grade, you are required to attend Law Day at Pulaski Co. Courthouse,  Field Trip and homework.

· There will also be a guest speaker visiting our class on January 26, 2010.

Additional Information from the Instructor (make-up exams, rounding of grades, cell phone/pagers, etc.): 

· If you miss the midterm or the final you have one week to make up the work or take a 


failing grade.

· If you miss the field trip, a two-page report is due.  If you miss the Law Day, a one-page report is due the next week.  If the reports are not completed you will not get any points for the activities.

· Any assignment submitted late or not typed will cause you to lose points per assignments at the instructor’s discretion.

· Turn cell phones off while you are in class.
