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Course Title: Fundamentals of Criminal Law


Day/Time: Monday / 5:00 – 10:40
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(E-mail): mraven@usmo.com 
Contact: (H) 573-759-7648
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(Fax)
Prerequisites:  None

Textbook(s):  Texas Criminal and Traffic Law Manual


Author(s):  




ISBN :  9781422472026
Edition:  




Publisher: Lexis Nexis
Catalog Description:  Study of criminal law, its philosophical and historical development, major definitions and concepts, classifications and elements of crime, penalties using Texas statutes as illustrations, and criminal responsibility.

Course Objectives:

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will:

A. Explain the historical and philosophical development of the nature of criminal law. 

B. Describe definitions and concepts of criminal law and the classifications of crimes and penalties using Texas statutes as illustrations. 

C. List the elements of crimes using the Texas statutes as an illustration. 

D. Discuss criminal responsibilities as they apply to the criminal statutes. 

E. Draft and present new legislation to replace the current 49.04, DWI. 

Weekly Topical Outline:

Week One:  Discuss the syllabus

Discuss the Amendments on page 1833



Highlights of the 2009 Legislative Session   / Section LH-1



Guidelines      LG-23



Start Title 1, Introduction Provisions, starting on pg. 3



Homework assigned



Read  starting on title 2,  starting on page 8

Week Two:  Review the reading assignment



Continue discussing to Family violence Prevention



Notice of appearance dates, bail and etc.



Page 345, Pleading in Criminal Actions



Continued through Sentencing Appeal, pg. 418



Fugitives from Justice, pg. 550 and Notification of Forfeiture Proceeding



Motion for Forensic DNA Testing



Homework assigned, including reading for next week

Week Three:
Review the reading assignment and homework



Discuss some of the transportation issues



See General Provision on terms, pg. 794



Information regarding Certain Sex Offenders, pg. 861



Period of Suspension, DUI driving offenses



Review for midterm



Homework assigned, additional reading

Week Four:
Outline due for 10 – page paper    



Review of homework



Discussion of Motor Vehicle Accident



Liability of Tort, pg. 1261



Juvenile Justice Code,  starting page 1284



Disposition Hearings



Public Access to court hearings



Homework assigned

Week Five:
Review homework assigned



Discuss Judicial Branch, Executive Branch, Page 1481



License to carry a concealed  handgun  pg. 1489



Sex Offender Registration, Internet, Child Safety Zone



Electronic Monitoring, gang members, warrants, hearings



Homework assignment, further  reading

Week Six:
Parole, Access to inmates starting at pg. 1517



Victim-Offender Mediation, pg. 1521



Health and Safety, False advertising



Alcohol Abuse, starting pg. 1571



Drugs, and Delivery of Drug Paraphernalia, starting at 1624



Homework assignment, further reading

Week Seven: Review of homework reading



Witnesses, pg. Starting at page 1817



Hearsay exceptions, page 1823



Review of Final



Homework assigned

Week Eight: Final



Presentation of 10-page paper

Method of Evaluation:              %of Grade:


Grading Scale:

1st Exam




30%



90 - 100  A

2nd Exam




30%



80 - 89   B

10-Page Report



30%



70 - 79   C

Participation



10%



60 - 69   D







                        59 & below F

Description of Methods of Evaluation: 

· Exams consist of multiple choice true false questions and several short essay

questions.

· A ten-page paper is due the eighth week.

· Included in the 10% participation of your grade, you are required to attend

Law Day at the Pulaski Co. Courthouse, Field trip and homework.

Additional Course Information (i.e. instructional methods, out-of-class activities, etc.): 

· A study of the nature of criminal law; philosophical and historical development; major definitions and concepts; classification of crime; elements of crimes and penalties using Texas statutes as illustrations; criminal responsibility.

· This course is a required course for an Associate in Applied Science degree program.

· This course is occupationally related and serves as preparation for careers in Law Enforcement, Criminal Justice, and Corrections.

Additional Information from the Instructor (make-up exams, rounding of grades, cell phone/pagers, etc.): 

· If you miss the midterm or the final you have one week to make up the work or

take a failing grade.

· If you miss the field trip, a two-page report is due.  If you miss the Law Day

a one-page report is due.  If the reports are not completed you will not get 

points for the activities.

· Any assignment submitted late will lose points per assignments at the instructor’s discretion.
· All assignments MUST be typed.

· Turn cell phones off while you are in class.

