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Prerequisites:  None
Textbook(s):  Constitutional Rights of Prisoners
Author(s): John Palmer



ISBN:  1593453264
Edition:  8th




Publisher:  Anderson
Catalog Description:
Analysis of the legal rights of the convicted offender incarcerated in state and federal penal institutions. Emphasis on constitutional principles, case law, and federal and state statutes concerning prisoner rights. 
Course Objectives:
To identify the legal rights of convicted criminal offenders. To recognize state and federal statutes that apply to incarcerated offenders.  Also, identify case law that applies to incarcerated offenders.
Weekly Topical Outline:

Week One:  Discuss the syllabus and requirements for the class.

Discuss Chapter 1:  An Overview of the Judicial System


Discuss Chapter 2:  Use of Force:  Use of Corporal Punishment to



              Enforce Prison Discipline


Group work on Chapter one and two


Homework assignments for Chapter one and two, and article


Read Chapter Three, Four, and Five
Week Two: Review the homework on chapters one, two, and article

Discuss Chapter Three: Prisoners’ Rights to Visitation / Association; Searches

Discuss Chapter Four:  Prisoner’ Rights to Use of the Mail, Internet and 

                           Telephone


Discuss Chapter Five:  Isolated Confinement “The Hole” and Administrative





Segregation

Group work on Chapters three, four, and five


Homework assignments for Chapters three, four, five and article


Read Chapters six and seven

Week Three: Review the homework on Chapters three, four, five and article



Discuss Chapter Six:  Religion in Prison

Discuss Chapter Seven:  Legal Services

Group work on Chapter six, seven, and article

Homework assignment on Chapters six, seven and article

Read Chapters eight 

Review for Midterm / Chapters one through seven

Week Four:  Review the homework on Chapters six, seven and article


Discuss Chapter Eight: Prison Disciplinary Proceedings


Group work on Chapters eight 

Homework assignment for Chapters eight and article

Read Chapters nine and ten

Midterm

Outline Due to 10-page paper

Week Five: Review the homework on Chapter eight and article

Discuss Chapter Nine:  Parole and Probation


Discuss Chapter Ten:  Right to Rehabilitation Programs,



Right to Medical Aid, and Right to Life


Group work on Chapters nine and ten


Homework assignment on Chapter nine, ten and article

Read Chapters eleven and twelve
Week Six: Review the homework on Chapter nine, ten and article



Discuss Chapter Eleven:  Civil and Criminal Liabilities of Prison Officials

Discuss Chapter Twelve:  Additional Litigation

Group work for Chapters eleven and twelve


Homework assignment for Chapter eleven, twelve and article

Read Chapter thirteen and fourteen
Week Seven: Review the homework for eleven, twelve and article

Discuss Chapter Thirteen:  The Prison Litigation Reform Act

Discuss Chapter Fourteen:  Human Rights of Prisoners:  A Peek at Europe



Part I and II


Group work for Chapters thirteen and fourteen


Homework assignment for Chapter thirteen, fourteen and article


Review for final, chapters eight through fourteen


Presentation of ten-page paper due on eighth week
Week Eight: Review of homework on chapter thirteen, fourteen and article

Presentation of 10—page paper

Final

Method of Evaluation:              %of Grade:


Grading Scale:

1st Exam




30%



90 - 100  A

2nd Exam




30%



80 - 89   B

Ten-Page Paper



30%



70 - 79   C

Participation



10%



60 - 69   D







                        59 & below F

Description of Methods of Evaluation: 

· Exams consist of multiple choice true-false questions and several short

essay questions.

· A ten-page paper is due the eighth week.

· Included in the 10% participation of your grade, you are required to attend

Law Day at the Pulaski Co. Courthouse, Field trip and homework.
Additional Information from the Instructor (make-up exams, rounding of grades, cell phone/pagers, etc.): 

· If you miss the midterm or the final you have one week to make up the work or take a failing grade.

· If you miss the field trip, a two-page report is due.  If you miss the Law Day a one-page report is due.  If the reports are not completed you will not get points for the activities.

· Any assignment submitted late will lose points per assignments at the instructor’s discretion.

· Turn cell phones off while you are in class.

