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Catalog Description:

Investigative theory; collection and preservation of evidence; sources of information; interview and interrogation; uses of forensic sciences; case and trial preparation.
Course Objectives:

Upon successful completion of this course, Criminal Investigation, the student will:

A. Define the goals and objectives of criminal investigation. 

B. Demonstrate ability to conduct proper crime scene investigations. 

C. Illustrate the use of forensic science for various statutory offenses. 

D. Organize the criminal case including field notes, reports, crime scene activities, and mandatory documentation of statutory warning.

Weekly Topical Outline:

Week One:
Syllabus Discussed


Discussion of the Constitution, Bill of Rights


Chapter One: Criminal Investigation:  An Overview


Chapter Two: Processing the Crime Scene   


Chapter Three:  The Crime Scene: Field Notes, Documenting and Reporting


Homework: Assignments from chapters 1, 2, and 3; and article


Read chapters 4, 5, and 6
Week Two:
Review homework on chapters 1, 2, and 3 and articles


Discuss Chapter Four:  Search and Seizure


Discuss Chapter Five:  Identification of Criminal Suspects: Field and Laboratory Processes


Discuss Chapter Six:   The Criminal Intelligence Function


Homework:  Assignments from chapters 4, 5, and 6; and article


Read chapters 7, 8, and 9

Week Three:
Review homework on chapters 4, 5, and 6: and



Discuss Chapter Seven: Undercover and Surveillance Operations


Discuss Chapter Eight: Making an Arrest


Discuss Chapter Nine: Interviews and Interrogations


Homework:  Assignments from chapters 7, 8, and 9; and article


Read chapter 10 and 11



Review for the midterm

Week Four:
MIDTERM


Review homework on chapters 7, 8, and 9: articles


Discuss Chapter Ten: Development and Management of Informants


Discuss Chapter Eleven: Wrongful Death


Homework:  Assignments from chapters 10 and 11; and article


Read chapters 12, 13, and 14



Outline for ten-page due

Week Five:
Review homework on chapters 10 and 11: articles


Discuss Chapter Twelve: Robbery


Discuss Chapter Thirteen: Assault and Related Offenses


Discuss Chapter Fourteen: Sexual Assault


Homework: Assignments from chapters 12, 13, and 14; and article


Read chapters 15, 16, 17, and 18

Week Six:
Review homework on chapters 12, 13, and 14:  articles


Discuss Chapter Fifteen:  Missing and Abducted Persons


Discuss Chapter Sixteen: Child Abuse and Neglect


Discuss Chapter Seventeen: Burglary


Discuss Chapter Eighteen:  Larceny-Theft


Homework: Assignments from chapters 15, 16, 17, and 18; and article


Review for Final on the seventh week


Week Seven:
Review homework on chapters 15, 16, 17, and 18:  articles


Final – Chapters 10 through 18


Ten-page paper due


Presentation of Ten-page paper

Week Eight:  Field trip to a Licking Prison

Method of Evaluation:              %of Grade:


Grading Scale:

1st Exam





30%


90 - 100  A

2nd Exam





30%


80 - 89   B

10-page Report




30%


70 - 79   C

Participation




10%


60 - 69   D







                        59 & below F

Description of Methods of Evaluation: 

· Exams consist of multiple choice, true false questions and several short essay questions.

· A ten-page paper is due the seventh week.

· Included in the 10% participation of your grade, you are required to attend Law Day at the Pulaski Co. Courthouse, Field trip and homework.

· There will also be a guest speaker visiting our class on June 26, 2008.

Additional Course Information (i.e. instructional methods, out-of-class activities, etc.):

· This course will provide the student a study of investigative theory, the collection and preservation of evidence, sources of information, concepts of interviewing and interrogation, the use of forensic sciences, and case and trial preparation.

· Criminal Investigations is a required course for an Associate of Applied Science degree with a major in Criminal Justice or Law Enforcement. The course is also part of the Transfer Curriculum established by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB).  This course is occupationally related and serves as preparation for careers in Criminal Justice, or Law Enforcement.
Additional Information from the Instructor (make-up exams, rounding of grades, cell phone/pagers, etc.): 

· If you miss the midterm or the final you have one week to make up the work or take a failing grade.
· If you miss the field trip, a two-page report is due.  If you miss the Law Day, a one-page report is due.  If the reports are not completed you will not get and points for the activities.
· Any assignment submitted late will lose points per assignments at the instructor’s discretion.
· Turn cell phones off while you are in class.

