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Course Number: ENGL 1301


Course Title:  Composition I


Day/Time:  Thursday / 5:00 - 10:40
Credit Hours:  3
Instructor:
Amanda Niblock

(E-mail): aniblock@sfccmo.edu







    ohana_journal@yahoo.com
Contact: (cell) 573-528-6176
Prerequisites: n/a

Textbook(s):  Longman Reader with Roget’s Coll Thes Dictionary (Long)


  Simon & Schuster Handbook for Writers Bundle
(S&S)



Author(s):  Nadell / Troyka

ISBN:  0558203906 / 0558242014
Edition:  9th/ 9th


Publisher:  Pearson-Custom / Pearson-Custom
Catalog Description:

A study of the principles and techniques of written compositions including sentence structure, paragraph development, and paper organization. Also stresses the development of critical thinking as it applies to the textual analysis of expository prose.
Course Objectives:
Upon successful completion of this course, Composition I, students will be able to do the following:

A. Organize their thoughts into effective sentences.

B. Organize sentences into paragraphs which adequately expand a central thought.

C. Organize paragraphs into a logical, coherent composition which effectively communicates the writer's ideas to his readers.
Weekly Topical Outline:

WEEK 1: 
Review syllabus and complete class introductions


MLA Research Paper format and guidelines (Ch.33,34,35, and 36) of S&S


Instructor-created information regarding annotated bibliographies.


The Reading Process (The Longman Reader, pp. 1-12)



The Writing Process (Long, pp. 13-71)



Writing Sample
WEEK 2:
DESCRIPTION, Long pp. 72-124


Pronouns S&S Chapter 16 



In-class descriptive essay and peer review
WEEK 3: 
Topics due for research paper


Agreement S&S Chapter 17


Compare and Contrast, Long pp. 337-380


In-class compare and contrast essay

WEEK 4: 
Annotated Bibliography practice


Finding Sources Long 606-637


Review and questions over types of essays, MLA formatting, and grammar


MID-TERM
WEEK 5:
Review mid-terms


Annotated Bibliography due


Argument, Long pp.472-572


Fragments S&S Chapter 19


In-class argument essay and peer review
WEEK 6: 
Comma Splices and Run-ons S&S Chapter 20


Definition, Long pp. 430-469


In-class Definition essay and peer review
WEEK 7:
Research papers due


Grammar Review over discussed chapters



Combining Patterns, Long pp. 573-605


Debate Day



In Class argument / combo essay

WEEK 8: 
FINAL



Make-up essays

Method of Evaluation:              Points:


Grading Scale:

In-Class Essays 



250



900 - 1000  A

Grammar exercises                    50



800 – 899   B

Research Paper                       250



700 – 799   C

Annotated Bib. And Topic


100



600 – 699   D

Mid-term Exam



100



599 – below F

Final Exam




250





Description of Methods of Evaluation: In-class essays will be written and turned in during the class times listed.  These will be graded according to a scoring rubric given out the first day of class. The research paper will also be graded according to the scoring rubric. 

Additional Course Information (i.e. instructional methods, out-of-class activities, etc.): The research paper will be completed mostly out of class with the exception of the annotated bibliography, which will be completed outside of class, but reviewed individually with each student to ensure a correctly formatted works cited page. All work will be formatted according to MLA guidelines. 

Additional Information from the Instructor (make-up exams, rounding of grades, cell phone/pagers, etc.): 
· If a student misses an in-class essay, he or she can make it up after completing the final in week 8. 
· Please keep cell phones and pagers on silent or vibrate during class out of respect for the other students.  This is especially imperative during the in-class essay writing exercises.
