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Course Number:  HIST 1301

Course Title: United States History I
Day/Time: Wednesday / 5:00 - 10:40
Credit Hours: 3 
Oct. 21, 28, Nov. 4, 11, 18, 25, Dec. 2, 9
Instructor:
Dennis Geisler

(E-mail):  DGeis10405@aol.com  or acegeisler@embarqmail.com 
Contact: (H) 573-774-2190


(Cell)  573-586-7922




Prerequisites:  None
Textbook(s):  The American Nation (Combined Volume) bundled with online access card 



Author(s):  Carnes & Garraty



ISBN:  0558176143
Edition:  13th 2008



Publisher:  Pearson Custom

Catalog Description:

English colonization, the Revolution, adoption of the Constitution, growth of nationalism, cotton and the slavery problem, civil war, and reconstruction.
Course Objectives:
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

A. Explain the major topics in American history including:

1. Alien Encounters: Europe in the America

2. American Society in the Making

3. America in the British Empire

4. The American Revolution

5. The Federalist Era: Nationalism Triumphant

6. Jeffersonian Democracy

7. National Growing Pains

8. Toward a National Economy
9. Jacksonian Democracy

10. The Making of Middle-Class America

11. Westward Expansion
12. The Sections Go Their Ways
13. The Coming of the Civil War
14. The War to Save the Union
15.  Reconstruction and the South

B. Survey major events covered in the study of American history and consider causes and effects of them.

C. Obtain data on economic, political, military, diplomatic, and individual contributions to development of the nation.

D. Communicate thoughts in writing.
Weekly Topical Outline:

Week
 Chapters

Title









WEEK ONE

1
 
Introduction: Alien Encounters: Europe in America




2

American Society in the Making


WEEK  TWO

3

America in the British Empire
WEEK  THREE
4

American Revolution




5

Federalist Era: Nationalism Triumphant

           


6           

Jeffersonian Democracy                                 
WEEK FOUR    
EXAM #1
In Class Open Book Essay Exam---Chapters 1-7---100 Pts



7

National Growing Pains




8

Toward a National Economy

WEEK FIVE 
OPTIONAL ROUGH DRAFT—Revisions awarded up to 6 points more than original grade





9

Jacksonian Democracy




10

Making of Middle Class America




11

Westward Expansion



12

Sections Go Their Way
WEEK SIX         
EXAM #2
In Class Closed Book Objective Exam---Chapters 8-12---100 Pts



13

Coming of the Civil War



14

War to Save the Union
WEEK SEVEN  








ALL PROJECTS DUE:



14

War to Save the Union



15

Reconstruction and the South
WEEK EIGHT   
EXAM #3
In Class Essay Exam--- Chapters 13-15---100 Pts



15

Reconstruction and the South
Method of Evaluation:



        % of Grade


Grading Scale

The final course grade will be determined using the following: 

90-100

A
60-69.9

D

1.  Three IN CLASS EXAMS........................
75%

80-89.9

B
59 & Below
F

2.  PROJECT.................................................
25%

70-79.9

C




Description of Method of Evaluation:  Total points will determine grade.  Papers are graded for format, clarity and originality.  Examination grades are determined by the percentage of correct information.
Additional Course Information:  Students are expected to be familiar with the MLA and APA style manuals and to have access to computers.  All paperwork must be in typed form with proper form and style.
Instructional Methods:   Lecture, with question and discussion at any point.  
Out of Class Activities:  All projects must be from Columbus to the 1870s and are due on or before Week Seven:
1)   Preparation for Lecture:  10-15 Minute statement of facts and discussion of a personality or issues

2)   Book Review:    Issue or personality.  Review must follow proper format

3)   Video Review:   Issue or personality.  Review must follow proper format.

4)   2-Page or Formal Paper:  Issue or personality.  Complete with notes and bibliography.
Project Guide:  Students are required to select ONE from the following list of suggested projects: 

1. Book or Video Review: Number the page and answer the questions-or do a PowerPoint Presentation
Book Bibliographic Citation:  Last name of author, first, Title.  Place of Publication, Publisher, Date.
EXAMPLE:  Delbruck, Hans.  1990. The Dawn of Modern Warfare Volume  IV  Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press.  (Second line starts five spaces in under the first word in the first line.)
Video Bibliographic Citation:  Title.  Director, Producer, Date 

EXAMPLE:  Sum of All Fears. 2002. Phil Alden Robinson, Dir Paramount Pictures, motion picture.  (Second line starts five spaces in under the first word in the first line.)
2. Author’s Professional Qualifications: Look at the end of the book, book jacket, or Contemporary Authors

Director's Professional Qualifications: Look on the video cover or Who’s Who or www. MRQE.com
3.  Essay:  Write a concise essay setting forth the major theme or themes of the book or Video.  This should, in a paragraph or two (10 to 15 lines), state the reason for the book or Video.
4.  Review:  Briefly answer the following questions

A.  Does the author or director make specific conclusions?  If so, what are they?

B.  Does the author or director follow sound rules of historical procedure?
1.  Proof of Research, Accuracy (Documentation, Clothing, setting, vocabulary, realism, etc) 
2.  Is there a lack of objectivity?
3.  Does the book or video by overemphasis or by omission carry a BIAS?  If so state the issues.
5. Professional Reviews:  Locate in Book Review Digest or www.MRQE.com a scholarly review of the book and compare in writing your opinion of the book with theirs.  At least two lines from two reviews must be included in the narrative.  
6. Evaluation:  Briefly explain why the reading of this book or viewing the video was or was not worthwhile.  Include any new knowledge obtained  
Lecture (Power Point): 

1. Select a specific personality, issue or artifact

2. The following is a suggestion:



1.  Introduction





A.   Topic




B.   Significance



2.   Body




A.  Details




B.   Summary of Information



3.   Conclusion




A.  Opinion of experts or professionals




B.  Opinion of Researcher

3. Provide class with fact sheet

4. Provide a bibliography or display sources

5. Provide time for questions and discussion

Two Page or Formal Papers: Two page and Formal Papers should follow the current edition of MLA or APA style manuals.   A Formal Paper differs from the two page because of the inclusion of more sources, more view points and a more general purpose to provide information that may be new or different.  Both libraries have copies of the MLA and APA Handbook.  Format:  
1.  Facts

A.  Topic

B.  Significance
2.  Body

A.  Review of the Literature

B.  Evaluation of Research

3.  Conclusion
4.  Works-cited Page
Each paper should include in text citations for all material taken from the sources and a works cited page.  For example, if a student uses a book by Miller, Gary, and paraphrases a part of page 18.  At the end of the information should be (Miller 18).  Do not use or cite encyclopedias.  Do not use I, WE, YOU.

Additional Information from the Instructor (make-up exams, rounding of grades, cell phone/pagers, etc.): Students are expected to attend all classes, read all assignments and with their own minds, in their own words the work required.  
